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The present Elective C9U,Ilcil came into being in 1924 as a result of 
a vote by referendum of the people of the Six ~Ja tions. This came about as a ·· 
result of dissatisfaction with the old system of being governed by the He1·0cli. t,q1.y 
Chiefs. The people wanted to be governed by elected representatives. As far 
back as 1910 there ws a strong agitation to supplant the Hereditary Council with 
a council chosen by the people. T:b..is agitation continued to grow until the 
Government had to take notice and by a secret ballet, the people themselves 
decided on the elective system of government. 

It is being said that the Elective Council represents only 547 people, 
that being t he number who voted for Chief Councillor in the Jast election. 
Ho\,1ever, in the last election there was an election for Councillors in 2 out of 
the 6 districts. There was acclamations in 4 districts. Under those circumstances. 
a small turn out was expected . The last election held when t .. 1ere was no ~ccJa­
mations was in 1961, at which time some 41% of the eligible voters cast ballots. 
A 41% turn out of voters ·' in any election, even outside the Reserve is a __ fairly 
good turn out . 

To say that the Elective Council is a puppet of the Federal Government 
is anything but the truth. The Government did not force the Elective Council 
upon the people of the Six Nations. The people of the Six Nations demanded arrl. 
forced the Government to establish the Elective System on the Six l~ations Reserve. 

To turn back the hands of time, and re-establish a system of government 
with full sovereignity over Yhat is left of the Six liations ]ands, would not 
only be impractical but d.isasterous for the Six Nations people. Who will :pay the 
Old Age Pensions, the Fami]y Allowances, the r1others I Allowances, the Disability 
Allo\..rances, Dependent Fathers• Allowances,, Weliare payments where needed, and 
the Education cos~s for both on and ··off Reserve students, the upkeep of roads, 
and many other grants and services now bing enjoyed by the people of the Six 
Nations . · 

The time is long past when the people of the Six !rations could re­
assert sovereignity and survive. We must face up to present day conditions, 
however hard that may be and realize~~-,ve ca.nnot now turn back without 
bringing untold hardships and suffering to the people of the Six I{ations. 

. 

The people of the Six Nations will now have to decide the Fath they 
\.Tish to take. Do they wish to continue unde~ the present elective system and 
en·joy the Old Age Pensions, the Family Allowances, the ~'11othcrs' Allol-1ances, the 
Disability Allowances, Dependent Fathers' Allownces, Welfare payments when 
needed, and the Education costs for both on and off Reserve students, Housing 
Loans, and all the other services now being provided or do they wish to go back 
to the Old Ways and be denied all these services. 

There~aoes not seem to be any middle road, and it is now for those 
who have been sitting on the fence to show what path they wish to take. 
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The hereditary Chiefs thro1.1gh their supporters, the 
~arJiors, have been asking the people to sign a petition, ~hether 
they are in favour of the Indian Act and the White Paper policy of 
the -Government. They are misleading the people in that they are 
using this as a vote for approval or disapproval of the elective 
system. The elective c9Uncil is against the l·lhite Paper policy and 
expressed ·its opinion in no uncertain terms at the time and sent a 
copy of its disapproval to all the members of parliament. Many of 
those who signed the warriors' pEtition did not understand how this 
~Petition ~,as to be misused. Some pro plc have been threatened to 
sign the petition or be run off their own property on the Reserve. 
Many are wondering how they may now get their names off this petitionc 

.. 

.. What \#Ould the position te if the hereditary system \vas 

. re-estatlis!1€d \vi th full soverGigni ty ove~ the lands and pro ple of 
·. the Six Nations . It would mean that we would be a separate people 
. and we would have to raise our ov1n money to run the Re serve. l·Jhere 
would the ~oney come from? The war r io;_lr s claim that it could be 
.done if thG Government paid what they owe us. The Government has 
a lot to account for, but to get a settJ.e ment wi 11 taJce tiC1Go When 
claims h.:ive been outstand:i:a-g, for a long time and while the hered­
itary chiefs were the ruling body, they did nothing to get these 

· clai~s settled. All the su.r rend er s 1-JGr e made by tl1em, and if they · 
could do nothing then, how do they €xpect this settlement to be made 
immediately so they could carry on. It will take yGars yEt to get 
these claims settled. 1.-Jha t would they do in the r:1ean time? There is 
only one thing they could do to pay 1:Jelfare Allowances, Mothers' 

-·Allowances, Depe11dent Father 1 s Allo,,1ances, Disability Allowances, the · 
.. Old Age Pensions, Family Allot-J-:inces, Ontario IIospitalization, 
Teacher's Snlaries and other educational costs and that is raise the . 

;money by taxing the people on the Reserve. 

So, this is the question facing the people on the Six 
Nations no\'1. Are the pro ple in f .:1vour of the elective systen of 
governJJen t 'With all these services provided for t~, em, or are they 
in favour of going back to the old system. und·er which the people 
would have no say in the government, and have to pay for all these 
services ty taxation. 
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Rich3rd Isaac, Chief. 
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